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Letter to the Editor 
Response to “A Deliberate Public Policy Plus Naivety at Best” 
Stella Aguinaga Bialous, DrPH and Yvette van der Eijk, PhD 
 
We welcome Alain Braillon’s letter, “A Deliberate Public Policy Plus Naivety at Best” in 
response to our article, “How Should Global Tobacco Control Efforts Be Prioritized to 
Protect Children in Resource-Poor Regions,” in stimulating debate on how we can 
continue to frame the regulation of tobacco and nicotine products from a children’s 
rights perspective. 
 
Several countries have imposed bans on the sale of flavored tobacco. In the Unites 
States, several states and localities have banned the sale of flavored tobacco, including 
menthol.1 Several Canadian provinces have also banned flavors, including menthol.2 
Brazil and Ethiopia have also banned all flavors, including menthol.2 Turkey, the 
European Union, and the United Kingdom are expected to implement a complete ban on 
menthol-flavored cigarettes in May 2020.3,4 The evaluation of these experiences will 
continue to inform the scientific community on best practices for implementing these 
regulations and for strengthening implementation of the WHO (World Health 
Organization) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.5 
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